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Weaverham Parish Council
Memorandum

To All Councillors
From Clerk
Date 8t December 2025

Re Section 137 Local Government Act Payments

I havebeen asked questionsregarding S137 payments. I thought it would be prudent to
outline what S137 payments are, how these payments can be used to benefit the
community.

Whatis Section 137?

e Section 137 gives parish, town and community councils in England and Wales a
statutory (legal) power to spend money on things not otherwise covered by any
other specific statutory power — in other words, a “power of last resort.”

e Under S137,councils may incur expenditure for any “purpose which the council
consider to be in the interests of the area or its inhabitants” — provided the
benefit is to the area or some part or all of the inhabitants.

e The expenditure must bring some “direct benefit.” Councils cannot simply use
S137 to bypass other statutory powers or limitations.

In short: S137 gives local (parish/town) councils flexibility to support community
projects or local initiatives that do not fall under more narrowly defined powers.

Financial Limit — What councils can spend.

e Expenditure under S137 is limited — councils cannot spend unlimited sums.
Instead, the ceiling is expressed as a fixed amount per elector on the electoral
register.

e For 2025/26, this statutory limit is £11.10 per elector.

e The total S137 “budget” for a given council in a year is: (number of registered
electors) x (statutory per-elector amount).

Because of this cap, S137 is intended to fund modest community-level projects or
grants, rather than large-scale infrastructure or major spending.

What it can (and cannot) be used for

Typical uses include:



e Grantsor donations to local charitable organisations or community groups (e.g.
youth clubs, senior clubs, voluntary associations) — particularly when those
organisations provide a benefit to residents in the area.

e Local community projects: perhapsa community garden, a small amenity, local
events, environmental or heritage initiatives — basically anything the council
believes will benefit “some or all” of its inhabitants that no other statute covers.

e Donationsto charitable causes (though only when no other specific power exists).

But there are important limits / restrictions:

e S137 cannot be used for purposes for which the council already has a specific
statutory power. If another law already gives the council a defined power to act
(e.g. providingrecreational facilities under a different Act), S137 cannot be used
as a “backdoor” for additional spending.

e The benefit obtained must be proportionate (commensurate) to the expenditure
made. It's not enough for a council simply to want to spend — there must be a
clear benefit to the community/area.

e S137 money cannot be used to benefit a single individual. It must benefit the
community, or a group, or at least “some or all inhabitants.”

e Ifacouncilis eligible for broader powers (e.g. in England, the Localism Act 2011
“General Power of Competence”), those broader powers may supplant S137 —
meaning S137 may no longer be relied on except in limited cases (e.g. certain
donations).

Because of these limits, councils must treat S137 as a fallback — using it only when no
other statutory power applies, and spending in a transparent, proportionate way.

Key Legal / Governance Considerations and Limitations

e Beforeusing S137, a council must check that thereis no other specific statutory
power under which the expenditure could be made. Using S137 to circumvent
existing powers is not allowed.

e The benefit to the community must be commensurate with the cost. Big grants
for small benefit (or to benefit individuals) are not compliant.

e Councils mustmaintain transparentrecords: S137 expenditure should typically be
recorded separately (or clearly identified), so it is clear when S137 has been used.
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e Some councils — especially when eligible for the General Power of Competence
— may choose to rely less on S137 (or treat it as fallback), because they have
broader powers to spend for community well-being.

Why Section 137 Matters

e Flexibility: S137 allows local councils to support community -driven initiatives
that might otherwise fall between the cracks — especially small, grassroots
projects that do not have a dedicated statutory funding stream.

e Local Empowerment: It empowers parish/town/community councils (closest to
residents) to allocate resources in response to local needs, rather thanrelying only
on higher-tier authorities.

e Transparency & Responsibility: Because of the limits and requirements
(benefit-to-cost ratio, no benefit to individuals, separate recording), S137
encourages responsible, community-oriented spending, and helps ensure public
accountability.

e Complementary Role: It acts as a “safety net” for community spending —
supplementing statutory powers without replacing them — enabling councils to
fill gaps in local provision or support.
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Weaverham Parish Council

Weaverham Community Centre, Russet Road, Weaverham, Northwich, Cheshire, CW8 3HY
Tel : 01606 854451 (24hr Voice mail) Email : clerk@weaverhampc.co.uk

Minutes of the
Environment Committee Meeting

held at Weaverham Community Centre, Russet Road, Weaverham
on Wednesday 34 December 2025 7:30pm

E45.  Present, Cllrs John Freeman Chairman (JF), Mike Gerrard (MG) Peter Wakefield (PWa) Rees
Lasseter (RL) and Iain Lasseter (IL). Also, present Adrian Morgan (AM) Clerk.

There were no members of the public present.
E45.1 Apologies were received from Cllr Peter Wilkinson approved.

E46. Public Open Forum — no items were raised.

E47. No new declarations of Interest were received.

E48. The minutes of meeting held on Monday 3" November 2025 were approved.

E49 It is recommended to Council that a working group, consisting of RL, PW and AM, be formed
to support the organisation of the 100th Weaverham Rose Fete, with the possibility of holding a
“Party in the Park” event in conjunction with the Rose Fete Committee.

E50  Itis recommended that Council approves the use of the “Overhanging Branches, Hedges and
Trees/Shrubs Obstructing the Highway” letter for issuing to property owners, requesting that
they cut back vegetation encroaching onto the public highway.

E51  Itisrecommended to Council that the Clerk’s report on the “Bonfire Night Event Review” be
approved. The report’s recommendations will be implemented throughout the year and will be
in place for the next Bonfire Night Event.

The Committee further recommends:

o Obtaining reflective tape for the water bins and ropes.

e Providing lighting for the gazebo.

e Creating a hard-standing area at the bottom pedestrian entrance to Lakehouse Field, Clerk
is to obtain a quotation.

o The Clerk to enquire about BS 30300 accessibility requirements in relation to access onto
the field.

E52  The Environment Committee meeting days will continue to be held on a Monday was
approved. It is recommended that the meetings are held on a Bimonthly basis.

E53  The Environment Budget for fiscal year 2026/27 was discussed and is recommended for
approval.

E54. Clerks’ Update. The Clerk updated the Committee on the following matters.

E54.1 To recommend approval of a letter to allotment holders reminding them of their
tenancy terms & conditions relating to unkempt allotments.

E44. To Confirm date of next meeting, Monday 5" January 2025 @ 7.30pm.

Meeting Closed 8.24pm

Signed as a true record. NamE. «.coev v essmmmpmsnessenssssws Signature..........c.cocoeiinininann., Date......



Weaverham Parish Council

Weaverham Community Centre, Russet Road, Weaverham, Northwich, Cheshire, CW83HY
Tel : 01606 854451(24hr Voice mail) Email : clerk@weaverhampc.co.uk

The Owner

XYZ

XYZ

XYZ

Date xyz December 2025
Dear Sir / Madam,

Re: Overhanging branches from hedges, trees, or shrubs

The Parish Council has been made aware that pedestrians are experiencing difficulty when using the
pavement alongside your property, particularly during wet weather, due to your boundary hedge
encroaching onto the footway. In addition, the overhanging branches may also be affecting motorists’
visibility.

We would like to remind you that it is an offence under the Highways Act 1980 to allow trees, hedges,
or shrubs to obstruct the highway.

We are sure you would not wish to cause inconvenience or create safety concerns for others. We
would therefore be grateful if you could look into this matter at your earliest convenience and arrange
for any necessary trimming or maintenance to be carried out.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Please find enclosed a leaflet from Cheshire West & Chester Council entitled “Dorn’t let your hedge be
a hazard.”

Yours sincerely,

(Ade) Adrian Morgan
Clerk
Weaverham Parish Council.

Parish Office Opening hours 0900-1300 Monday — Thursday
Adrian Morgan Clerk
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Weaverham Parish Council

Weaverham Community Centre, Russet Road, Weaverham, Northwich, Cheshire, CW8 3HY
Tel : 01606 854451(24hr Voice mail) Email ; clerk@weaverhampc.co.uk

Report

From Clerk

To All Councillors

Date 10" November 2025
Subject Bonfire Night Event review

Background

The Bonfire Night Event, held on Saturday 1st November, was a great success. The Council received
numerous messages of appreciation from members of the public thanking the Council for
organising the event. A total of Nine volunteers assisted as marshals on the night.

Observations

There were not enough marshals to manage the crowd effectively.

The perimeter fence had to be moved during setup; a new boundary has now been established
for next year.

There was confusion regarding the metal bins provided for water—many attendees mistook
them for waste bins.

The bins were too dark and not easily visible in low light.

An additional section of perimeter fencing is needed at the top end of the field to keep
spectators safely back.

The perimeter fencing should be reflective to make it more visible at night.

At the bottom end of the pitch, people were forced to walk into the road to reach the pedestrian
crossing. The bottom pedestrian entrance should remain open permanently to improve access
and safety.

Additional marshals are required to help keep people away from the road and manage
pedestrian flow.

The Gazebo lacked adequate lighting, making operations difficult.

The entrances and exits were not clearly lit, leading to some confusion at the end of the event.

Recommendations

1.

2.
3.

(9]

(==}

Increase the number of marshals for future events to ensure better crowd management and
safety.

Confirm and maintain the revised perimeter boundary as established during this year’s event.
Provide clearly labelled water bins and ensure they are painted or marked in a reflective colour
to prevent confusion with waste bins.

Add extra perimeter fencing at the top end of the field for improved crowd control.

Install reflective tape or rope along the perimeter fence for better visibility at night.

Ensure the bottom pedestrian entrance remains open during events to avoid people walking into
the road.

Deploy additional marshals specifically to manage road safety near the bottom entrance.
Improve lighting in and around the Gazebo, as well as at all entrances and exits.

Conduct a site safety review ahead of next year’s event to confirm all access points, fencing,
and lighting arrangements meet safety requirements.

Parish Office Opening hours 0900-1300 Monday ~ Thursday
Clerk to the Parish Council — Adrian Morgan



Weaverham Parish Council

Weaverham Community Centre, Russet Road, Weaverham, Northwich, Cheshire, CW83HY
Tel : 01606 854451(24hr Voice mail) Email : clerk(@weaverhampe.co.uk

To Mr XYZ

Date XYZ December 2025
Dear Mr XY,

Ref Your Allotment

It has been brought to the attention of the Parish Council that your allotment plot is currently unkempt
and overgrown with weeds. Under the terms and conditions of your tenancy, you are required to keep
your allotment tidy and reasonably free of weeds.

I would be grateful if you could make arrangements to bring your plot up to the required standard by
the end of January 2025. If you are experiencing any difficulty in maintaining your allotment, please
do not hesitate to contact me.

Please be aware that the Council reserves the right to terminate the agreement if the conditions of the
tenancy are not met.

Yours sincerely,

Adrian Morgan
Clerk
Weaverham Parish Council.

Parish Office Opening hours 0900-1300 Monday — Thursday
Adrian Morgan Clerk
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