Minutes of ordinary meeting of
WEAVERHAM PARISH COUNCIL

held at
Weaverham Community Centre, Russet Road, Weaverham, CW8 3HY
on Monday 27" October at 7.00pm.

Clerk Adrian Morgan

96 Present: Gillian Edwards (GE) Chair, Mike Gerrard (MG), Peter Wilkinson (PW) John
Freeman (JF) and Rees Lasseter (RL).
In attendance: Clerk Adrian Morgan and 12 members of the public
96.1 Apologies were received from CWaC ClIr Phill Rimmer & Cllr Lynn Stocks,
96.2 Caroline Wakefield.

97. Co-option of New Councillors the Council approved the co-option of the following
individuals as Councillors onto the Parish Council:

97.1 Mr Peter Wakefield

97.2 Mrs Caroline Wakefield

97.3 Mr lain Lasseter

98. Public Open Forum. The following Questions / Concerns Raised
98.1 Land between Keepers Lane and Wallerscote Road — Survey work is currently
being carried out. The Council has not been advised of any planning application.
98.2 4x4 vehicles using farmland — PCSO has been advised.
98.3 Scooters speeding on Keepers Lane — PCSO will be asked to monitor the
situation.
98.4 Beech Farm — The Council has not received any information regarding the
proposed development.
98.5 Light not working on the lane between Tesco and Church Lane — (GE) will
report the issue to Highways.
98.6 Café/Toilet funding — The Clerk provided an explanation regarding the
associated costs.

99 Minutes of meeting held on Monday 22™ September 2025 were approved.
100. Planning

100.1 The minutes of meeting of 9" October 2025 were received.

100.2 The proposed draft statement between Barratt Homes and the Council regarding
the development on Sandy Lane was approved.

100.3 The Council approved the appointment of ONH as planning consultants to
represent the Council for large planning applications and provide advice and support
on making a Neighbourhood Plan at an initial cost of £4,950 +VAT.

101. Finance & Policy

101.1 The minutes of Finance & Policy meeting held on Monday 13" October 2025
were received.

101.2 The accounts for September 2025 were approved.



101.3 Cheque payments as detailed in the cheque payment report amounting to
£3,453.00 were approved.

102 2025/26 Budget. Council reviewed the 2025/26 budget and approved the following
changes.

102.1Vire £1,500 from Additional Grounds Maintenance budget to Maintenance
Contract budget.

102.2 Vire £3,000 from Village Improvements budget to Café/ Toilet project budget.
102.3 Vire £10,000 from earmarked reserve Café/ Toilet to the Café/ Toilet project
budget.

102.4 Vire £8,500 from earmarked reserve Village Improvements to new budget
Café/ Toilet Service Charge budget.

F102.5 Vire £4,200 from earmarked reserve Speed Indication Device to the Speed
Indication device budget.

102.6 Vire £8,000 from earmarked reserve Wages/ NI to Clerk’s Salary budget.
102.7 Vire £2,000 from Village Improvement budget to Russet Road Play Park
budget.

102.8 Vire £5,000 from earmarked reserve Village Improvement to new budget
Planning Consultancy.

103. External Auditors report.

103.1 The External Auditors report was reviewed, and the auditors comments were
noted.

104 Policy Documents

The following policies were approved: -

104.1 Dignity at Work/ Bullying and Harassment Policy.
104.2 Disciplinary Policy and Procedure.

104.3 Health & Safety Policy.

105 Memorandum, Policy Audit and external HR. The Clerk’s memorandum was noted.
Council approved the Clerk obtaining quotations for external HR support.

106 New Website & Domain. Aubergine was appointed as the Council’s supplier for the
provision of the Council’s new website and transfer to a.gov.uk domain approved.

107 Clerk’s Update. The Clerk update the Council on the following issues.

107.1 Request for Road Closure of Lime Avenue for Christmas Lights switch on was
not approved.

107.2 Sandbags can be stored on the Youth Car Park approved.

107.3 The Council approved a request from Weaverham FC to store a trailer
containing club equipment in the Youth Car Park. It was noted that the Council
accepts no liability for any equipment stored on the car park.

107.4 Election Notice — we had an uncontested election; a new election will be called
noted. The position of Councillor for Church Ward remains vacant.

107.5 We have an additional 3 vacancies, CWaC notices will be issued in the next
few days noted.



107.66 Barrat homes Energy tour- 10am Tuesday 6" January 2026- the following will
represent the Council. AM, PW, JF, MG and IL approved.

107.7 The new SID for Northwich Road has been delivered- our contractor will install
in the next few days noted.

107.8 A request to have a sensory board on the play park cost £870+ VAT was
referred to the Finance & policy committee approved.

107.9 Additional damage to the swing at the Play Park has taken place. Our contractor
has removed the swing & will attempt to repair it noted.

107.10 ChALC code of Conduct training Tuesday 18™ November 2025 @ 6.30. All
Councillors are expected to attend approved.

107.11 Knee rail fence on the plantation has been damaged. I have asked for a
quotation from our contractor noted.

107.12 The tree survey is due. I have received a quotation from Martin Boardman for
£600 +VAT. Clerk & Chair of Finance have delegated authority to approve.

107.13 Complaint regarding the new vape shop sign- GE contacted CWaC to see what
can be done noted.

107.14 CWaC are undertaking a Conservation film and Weaverham has been included
noted.

107.15 The mounting block at the hanging gate pub. Is this listed? Clerk to make
enquiries noted

107.16 The invoice from Dutton’s £820+VAT for Remembrance Day was approved.
107.17 A request has been received to enhance the biodiversity at the plantation with
bat boxes, bird boxes, hedgehog house, owl boxes, bug hotel, wild flowering etc. This
was referred to the next meeting of Environment Committee approved.

107.18 Council approved the Co-option of Ian Mills & Catherine Gregory as Lay
people on to the Planning Committee. They will not have voting rights and will not
count towards a quorum.

107.19. Letter received from Tina Johnson Chair of the Memorial Orchard Action
Group. Thanking Councillors who attended the event and for providing photocopying
was noted.

107.20. The Bonfire risk assessment was approved.

107.21 Solar Panel generation payment form E ON. Complaint raised regarding
payment, should be charged 16.5p pe kwh not 3p per kwh noted.

108. Councillors attended the following meetings on behalf of the Council.

PW, Cemetery Committee, Cyber security event, Memorial Orchard event and SLCC
meeting.

JF Cemetery Committee Memorial Orchard event, Weaverham & Action Bridge
Trust.

GE Memorial Orchard Event, Police & Crime Commissioner meeting.

109. Police matters. Standing Orders were suspended to allow the police to address the
meeting, their verbal report was noted.

110. CWaC matters. Standing Orders were suspended to allow CWaC Councillors to

address the meeting. GE gave a verbal report to Council the following items were
discussed.



110.1 Highways- ongoing discussion regarding the Highways Volunteer scheme are
ongoing. Waiting a response from Jamie Barron noted.

110.2 A meeting regarding Lake House Close will take place GE will provide an
update noted.

110.3 Bin store- Fire chief has assessed the area and fire access is not affected to the
shops noted.

110.4 20 MPH scheme for Weaverham Academy on Northwich Road is being
assessed noted.

114.5 Weaverham Bank Farm enforcement is ongoing noted.

114.6 The new Vape shop sign is being followed up by GE noted.

114.7 Walking & Cycling consultation has identified Weaverham as one of the areas
for funding. Awaiting details of which scheme is going ahead noted.

114.8 Flooding kits and sandbags will be delivered soon. The sandbags can be stored
on the youth car park approved

114.9 Tree of wishes is taking place again this year. Last year 117 children were
helped. GE will provide more details on this initiative noted.

114.10 Leaves not being collected. GE will follow up with Street Scene. GE to follow
up the Parish Council’s winter maintenance programme noted.

111. Public Forum The following additional questions were raised.
111.1 Leaf Clearing is not happening in the village causing flooding GE to follow up.
111.2 50 MPH speed limit sign has not been moved on the A49. GE to follow up.

112. To Confirm date of the next meeting of Council Monday 24" November 2025 at 7pm.
Council passed the following resolution

Resolved to exclude the public under the Local Government Act 1972 Section 12A
PART 19(i) Part B

113 Council noted the Clerks report relating to a Social Media post by a Councillor which has
resulted in the Council receiving a complaint. It was resolved that: -

113.1 Reaffirmation of the Communication Protocol. No Councillor may make
public comments on behalf of the Council unless the content has been approved by
the Clerk or Council. approved

114 Council confirmed its policy with respect to minute F37.5 of Finance Committee.

It was resolved that: - The Councillor did not have authority to make comments on
behalf of the Council approved.

115 The Council’s Social Media policy relating to Councillor posting items on Social Media
regarding Council matters is amended as follows: -

o Councillors must not publish content that implies representation of the Council
unless explicitly authorised.

o Any post referring to Council matters must be submitted for prior approval

o The Clerk retains the authority to require the removal of any post deemed
inappropriate, misleading, or unauthorised approved.
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116. The Clerk gave an overview of the standards complaint letter received from the Director
of Governance & Monitoring Officer. The verbal report was noted. All Councillors
are required to attend Code of Conduct training approved.

117. The Clerk’s report “An Agenda for Change” was discussed and its contents were
noted. The report’s recommendations will be followed up through additional training
and implementation approved

118 The Civility & Respect — Cheshire Councillor & Officer Protocol as recommended by
ChALC was discussed and approved.

119 Clerk’s Update. There were no additional items raised.

Meeting closed at 9.43pm
Signed as a true record.
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