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WEAVERHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting held at Weaverham Community Centre

Monday 22nd May 2023 at 7.00pm

Present: Peter Wilkinson (PW) chairman, Eileen Bland (EB), Gillian Edwards (GE), Chris Hampson (CH) Adrian Morgan (AM), Roger Moss (RM), Gary Williams (GW) and John Freeman (JF)

In attendance: CW&C Cllr Phil Rimmer and 15 members of the public. 
1.
The chairman welcomed all to the meeting.
2.
Jason Endress was co-opted to the Council and joined the meeting. 
3.
Open Forum
Complaints were made about the lack of progress with repairs to footpath 6 between Long Acre and High Street and a photograph of a member of the public who had fallen on the path and been injured was shared with the Council.   
4.
Apologies for absence:  Cllr I Lasseter said he would be late.
5.
Cllr Adrian Morgan was elected as chairman for 2023/24 and took the chair from Peter Wilkinson.  Thanks were expressed to Peter for his chairmanship and duties as joint clerk over past 2 years.
6.
Cllr Peter Wilkinson was elected as vice chairman for 2023/24.
7.
Declarations of Interest – none received.
8.
Minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 24th April were approved. 
9.
The delegated arrangements to committees and joint clerks were reviewed and approved.
Cllr Iain Lasseter joined the meeting.
10.
Terms of reference:
10.1
After agreeing to amalgamate the Youth Committee with the Environment Committee all committees’ terms of reference were approved.
11.
Members of committees – the following were elected. 

11.1
Finance - EB, JF & CH.
11.2
Personnel – EB, RM & PW.
11.3
Environment – JE, CH, IL, RM & GW.

11.4
Planning – EB, JF & RM.
11.5
Property and Assets – EB, JF & CH.
With exception of the Personnel committee the chairman and vice chairman are ex-officio members of all committees.
12.
The following members were appointed to represent the Council on external bodies.
12.1
Weaverham, Cuddington & Acton Bridge Cemetery Committee – EB, GE, JF & GW. 
12.2
Barrymore Institute – JF & RM.
12.3
Weaverham Community Centre – RM.

12.4
Community Safety Group – EB, JF & RM.
12.5
Tree Warden Society – RM & GW.
12.6
Weaverham and Acton Bridge Trust – JF.

12.7
Public Rights of Way – RM.
12.8
Press Officer – The Clerk.
13.
The Council’s insurance cover was reviewed and approved.
14.
The Council’s continuing membership of the following bodies: Campaign for Rural England, Woodland Trust and Mid-Cheshire Footpath Society was approved.
15.
The Council’s Complaints Procedure was reviewed and approved.
16.
The Council’s procedure for dealing with requests under Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Data Protection Act (as amended) were reviewed and approved.
17.
The Council’s policy for dealing with the press/media was reviewed and agreed and remains the Clerk’s responsibility.
18.
Finance 
18.1
The accounts for April were approved. 
18.2
2022/23 accounts and amended AGAR variance statement were about to go to the internal auditor.

18.3
The statement of earmarked reserves was approved.
19.
Environment
19.1
The new Russet Road Park has suffered from teething problems and the contractor is taking too long to carry out repairs, especially insufficient concrete at the base of the zip wire support as any new concrete will need a week to go off.  They asked for an advance payment of 80% of the price but until faults developed in the first weeks of operation are completed the Council resolved to delay payment.
20.
Planning

20.1
Minutes of the meeting held on 28th April were accepted.

20.2
Minutes of the meeting held on 12th May were received. 
21.
Meeting dates for 2023/24 were distributed and approved.
22.
Meetings attended.


Weaverham Academy Coronation celebrations JF & PW, Cheshire Ground Care PW, Kompan PW.
23.
Police matters
Comments were made about the location of speed checks along Wallerscote Road and it was suggested that the layby at the bottom of the hill adjacent to no. 160 between 2 to 4pm on school days would be a fruitful location.  
24.
CW&C

Newly elected Cllr Phil Rimmer was welcomed.  He and Cllr Edwards agreed to try to get matters resolved over footpath 6.  They were again asked to press for new wheelie bins to be delivered to 55 Wallerscote Road.  Community Pay Back have made a late start to cutting the grass in the churchyard.  
25.
Public Open Forum: 

Complaints were made about the new larger waste collection vehicles damaging trees in Owley Wood Road.  Either smaller vehicles are needed, or CW&C arrange to have the trees pruned to give increased clearance.  It was reported that the Plantation area needs attention. 
26.
Date of the next meeting confirmed as Monday 26th June at 7pm.
Meeting closed at 8.51pm.
