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Weaverham Parish Council
Ordinary Parish Council Meeting

To be held at

Minutes of a meeting held at Weaverham Community Centre

Monday 27th January 2020
Clerk: vacancy
Email: clerk@weaverhampc.co.uk 

Tel: 01606 854451






Date: 28th January 2020
Present John Freeman, (JF) Chairman) Eileen Bland (EB), Michelle Budden (MB), Gillian Edwards (GE) Peter Wilkinson (PW) Adrian Morgan (AM) John Taylor (JT). Julian Bland (JB). 
In attendance Cllr Paul Williams (PWm) PCSO’s Nicola Devey & Imogen Griffiths. 7 members of the public.
122. Public Open Forum
122.1 Concern raised that another Clerk has left.
122.2 Interim arrangements. Chairman advised that Cllr Freeman, Wilkinson & Morgan will share            clerking duties until a replacement has been found.

122.3 Helen Smith outlined her reasons for her resignation. 
122.4 Complained about Public not being allowed at last council meeting. Necessary to exclude public as all matters discussed were confidential.
123 Apologies of absence were approved for Cllr Gary Williams (GW), Ian Lassiter (IL) and Mike Gerrard (MG). Apologies from Cllr Roger Moss (RM) were noted.
124.Declaration of interest.  No declarations of interest were received.
125  Minutes of meeting minutes of meeting of 9th December 2019 were Approved
126. Finance Committee
126.1 Minutes of meeting of 22nd January were Received.
      126.2 Accounts for October, November and December 2019 were presented. A note regarding suggested amendments had been passed to the Chairman prior to the meeting. These will be actioned and amended accounts issued in due course.
126.3 Council Approved the budget for 2020/21. (EB) declared an interest re Community Centre funding.
126.4 Council agreed precept of £110,000. This is the same as last year. (JF) stated that not all projects in the budget will be actioned this year as it is dependent on additional funding and resources.
127  Environment Committee
 127.1 The minutes of 4th December will be presented at next meeting.
127.2   Reported that SID project had been held up as the order had not been placed as former Clerk had been waiting for Terms and Conditions document to be approved.  Cllr Wilkinson stated that this was not necessary as Council had approved the order before there had been any suggestion of drawing up Terms and Conditions.
127.3 (JT) Informed council that he will be making a complaint to the District auditor as not happy with resignation of the clerk.
(JT Left meeting at 7.45)
128   Planning Committee
128.1 Council Accepted minutes of 6th December 2019 and 10th January 2020.

128.2 No additional urgent items were received.

129  Youth Committee

129.1 Council received the minutes of meeting held on 30th December 2019. 

129.2 No additional urgent Items were received.

130  Property and Assets Committee
130.1 Council received minutes of meeting held on23rd January 2020.

131 Cemetery Committee update

131.1  Cemetery Committee have purchased an adjacent area of land to extend the cemetery.  Some work is required before this area could be brought in to use.  In the meantime, the area adjacent to the section currently in use is to be levelled and paths and plinths laid ahead of consecration.
132  Members’ Meetings.
132.1(EB) Cemetery Meeting.

132.2 (JF) Cemetery Meeting.

133  Parish Matters
133.1 Circus is to be held on Lake House Field in the last week of February 2020. Usual charges to apply.
134  Urgent items to be discuss by Chairman.

134.1  None 

135  Policing Matters – Standing Orders were suspended for PCSO Nicola Davey gave the following update. 
· Tesco ATM attempted burglary. Under investigation.

· Reported criminal damage to cars in Russet Road, Church Lane & Walnut Avenue are all under investigation.

· Speed monitoring was carried out on Wallerscote Road, Lime Avenue & Northwich Road with No offences being captured.
· Tesco youth trouble. They have been identified and spoken to.

· Shoplifting at the CO-OP a female has been identified and a man arrested.

· (EB) raised issues regarding boy racers. PCSO asked for more information dates times registrations and action will be taken.
· Gorstage crossroads was flagged for attention due to poor lighting and the give way sign is not   clear.
· Require help with funding for youth activities covering half term, Easter, May and Summer Holidays.

(JB Left meeting at 8.30)
136  Cheshire West and Chester Council Matters update – Standing orders were suspended in order that Cheshire West and Chester Cllrs may address the meeting.

(PW) Planning Application on land at Millington Lane
PWm stressed the importance of distinguishing between the welfare of the horses and the planning issues as these are distinctly separate.

Planning issues revolve around the application for a wooden tack room plus two stables. These are not “permanent" buildings and are incapable of being altered into residential units. The applicant has agreed to reduce the size of the tack room and to increase the amount of grazing, leaving a hardcore area sufficient to allow one vehicle to offload horse food whilst parked off the road. There is an injunction in place which will stop any caravans parking on the land, irrespective of the ownership of the land.

As far as the welfare issue is concerned, the land has been inspected by the RSPCA and Nicky Rose of CWaC’s Animal Welfare Unit. Whilst having some reservations about the suitability of the land, the animals were found to be in good condition. They are being fed regularly and there is mains water on site as well as a temporary shelter. They will be moved nearer to foaling onto land closer to the applicant.

· Hedge on Wallerscote Road still not cut will follow up.

· Hedge next to Hanging Gate needs cutting  
(GE)
· CWAC bin additional bin will be installed on the path between Walnut Avenue & Lime Avenue. Issues regarding people dumping domestic waste causing bins to overflow.
· Looking into possible consideration for dual bins.

· Gorstage Lane & Weaverham Road signage improvements in budget for this year.
· Streetscene organising a friend’s group to focus on local grot spots. An Impact day to be arranged. Looking for a group of friends to take ownership to look after areas, find volunteers and launch Keep Britain Tidy event.

· 2 blue plaques are to be places on buildings funded by the member budget.

· Looking into signs for sheep dog worrying. 
· Northwich Road shops bid meeting study start in Feb results collated meeting with parish council & shops to explain the Bid in full. Scope for further enhancements for the shops. E.g. CCTV & resurface back of shops. Loan paid over 5 years resurface back of shops.  

· Progressing old mineral line for a cycling walking route. CWAC has money available for projects. 

· Looking into opening Keepers Lane/ Wallerscote Road walkway.

· 5 parishes half marathon progressing working with Northwich Running Club.

Consultation
· Cheshire West voluntary action 

· CAB has moved to Northwich Work Zone open 1.30 to 4pm. (Mon, Wed and Thurs)

· Health & Wellbeing week in libraries covering events such as knit & natter, baby bounce, coffee morning etc. To improve mental & physical wellbeing.
· Council treating road with Nicro Asphalt (as in Shady Brook Lane). This is environmentally friendly and extends life of the road surface by 5-10 years. Can be laid in any weather conditions.

· Apprenticeship week starts on 5th Feb.
· Draft supplementary planning documents being revised.
· Job fair Fri 3rd April at the Memorial Court Northwich.
· Knee rail for verges for the parish has been included in this year’s budget.
· 46A High Street has been called in due to height of the proposed extension raising concern.
· Formal statement for public comment regarding planning applications has been removed from the public portal. CWAC statement states that robust processes are in place and based on risk-based decision. Service can return to normal in the new year.

· Money for climate change initiatives may be available. Will need to feed it into climate change Task Force. To see if we can get funding.

· Report going to Parish Councils to address the climate change emergency due end March 

137  Return to public forum (A maximum of 10 minutes is allowed for this item)
The Weaverham Trust has a litter pick taking place Saturday 1st February 2020 from the Youth Club meet at 10.30.
Open meeting of Trust set for 13th February 2020 at 7.15 in the Sea Scout Hall Church Street. There will be a discussion on daffodils with humour.
The AGM of the Weaverham Trust will be held on 26th March 2020 at the Sea Scout Hall Church Street at 7.15

Owley Wood is celebrating 100 years in 2020 discussion to take place with Parish Council on how we can celebrate it.
The Weaverham Trust would like to support all the initiatives as outline by (GE).

Station Road pavement problems with overgrown hedges and brambles needs addressing.

(HS) stated that her daybook (notes of meetings) had been passed over to the chairman at last meeting of council with no pages missing. Also stated that she was happy to be contacted if required. Thanked the chairman for allowing her to speak at last council meeting.
Any information required to be placed into the next addition of the Weaverham News the deadline for inclusion is 18th Feb 2020.
138  Confirm date of next meeting, 17th February 2019 at 7pm in the Community Centre.
    MB left meeting 9pm.
Resolved to exclude the public under the Local Government Act 1972 Section 12A PART 19(i)

Part B

139  Job Description and Contract of Employment.
139.1 A revised job description and contract of employment was circulated to councillors with a request to come back with any amendments by Friday 31st January 2020.
139.2 Meeting ended 9.10pm
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