Weaverham Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2019

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S| 2015/234)

L

1. The audit of accounts for Weaverham Parish Council for the year ended
31 March 2019 has been completed and the accounts have been

published.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Weaverham
Parish Council on application to:
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3. Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £ 5 (c) for each

copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return,
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Announcement made by: (d)

Date of announcement: (e)
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This notice and Sections 1,2& 3
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 September. This must
include publication on the
smaller authority’s website.

Insert the name, position and
address of the person to whom
local government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

Insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs

Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

Insert the date of placing of the
notice
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Final External Auditor Report and Certificate 2018/19 in respect of business advisers

Weaverham Parish Council CH0210

Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

s summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2019; and

* confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and respongibilities as

external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAD) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see
note below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on
Auditing (UK & Ireland) and does not provide the same |level of assurance that such an audit would do.,

External auditor report 2018/19

On 24 September 2019, we issued a report detailing the results of our limited assurance review of Sections 1 and
2 of this authority’s Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2018. We explained
that we were unable to certify completion of the review at that time. We are now in a position to certify completion
of the review. The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return
requires amendments as follows:

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance
and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance
with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concem that relevant
legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.
1. Informationin Section 1 of the AGAR is inconsistent with information in the Annual Internal Audit Report. Section
1, Assertion 5 has been incorrectly completed as information from the Internal Auditor indicates that the smaller
authority did not review risk assessment within the 2018/19 financial year. The smaller authority must ensure

that action is taken to address this in a timely manner.
2. The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review. Please ensure that amendments are

corrected in the prior year comparatives when completing next year's AGAR:

e Unpresented cheques are incorrectly omitted from the bank reconciliation and from expenditure in Section 2.
The figures in Boxes 6, 7 and 8 should read £74,617, £212,307 and £212,307 respectively.

3. Section 2 has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices. The Chair has signed Section 2 twice, as
RFO and as Chair. If the Chair has tempeorarily been acting as RFQ, then another member should sign on behalf of
the smaller authority. We note that an RFO has now been appointed in line with section 151 of the Local
Government Act 1972.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

a.  We note that the smaller authority did not comply with Regulation 15 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations
2015 as it failed to make proper provision during the year 2018/20 for the exercise of public rights, since correct
information was not published on a website as well as a noticeboard, As a result, the smaller authority must
answer ‘No’ to Assertion 4 of the Annual Governance Statement for 2013/20 and ensure that it makes proper

provision for the exercise of public rights during 2020/21.

External auditor certificate 2018/19

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance & Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended
31 March 2018.

I
PKF Littlejohn LLP 14/11/2019

Tel: +44 (0)20 7516 2200 » www.pkf-littiejohn.com

PKF Littiejohn LLP = 15 Westferry Circus » Canary Wharf » London E14 4HD
PKF Littejohn LLP, Chartered Accountants. A list of members' names is avallable at lhe above address. PKF Littiejohn LLP is a limited liabifity parinership registerad in England and Wales

No. OC342572, Registered office as above. PKF Litilejohn LLP is'a member firm of the PKF Intermational Limited family of legally independent firms and daes not accept any responsibility
o liability for the actions or inactions of any individual member or correspondant firm or fims.



wcmon 1 —Annual Governance Statement 2018/19

Vi acinowledge as the members of:

oir responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangemeants for
tre préeparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with

respedto the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2019, that:

prepared its accounting slatements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

1¥We hae put in place amangements for effective financial
managmenl during the year, and for the preparalion of

h & seounting statements.

2.Me mintained an adequale system of internal controd
ncludhg measures designed to prevent and detact fraud
ind egruplion and reviewed its effectivenass.

madsa proper arrangements and accepled rasponsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in

its chargs.

has only dene what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Praper Practices in doing so

3. Ve lok all reasonable steps to assure oursalves
nat there are no malters of actusl or potential
lon-cenpliance with laws, regulations and Proper
!raclies that could have a significant financial affect
1 thaability of this aulhority to conduct its
lusines or manage ils finances.

L. Ve proided proper opportunity during the year for
bie exrdise of electors’ rights in accordance with Lhe
nquirenents of the Accounls and Audit Regulslions.

j 5. Ve caried out an assessment of the risks facing this

i

= N e
during the year gavs all persons inlersstad the opportunity (o
Inspect and ask quastions ebout this authority's accounts.

| considersd and documented the fnancial and other risks it
authorly and took appropriate steps to manage those | faces and dealt with them properiy.

rsKks, ficluding the introduction of intemal controls and/er
=tternd insurance cover where required.

6. Vie mantained throughout the year an adequate and
efective system of internal audil of the accounting
records and control systems.

7. We lock appropriate action on all matters raised
inrepots from intemal and external audit,

F. We corsidered whether any litigation, liabilities or

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
conlrols and procedures, to give an objeciive view on whether
internal controls meet the needs of this smailer authonity.

responded to matters brought to jts attention by internal ang

.| extsmal audit,
| disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
during the year including events laking place after the year

end if relevant.

commiments, events or iransactions, oceurring either
dwring or after the year-end, have a financial Impacl on
this autority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the acceunting statements.
8. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitatle. In our capacily as the sole mansging
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financid reporting and, if requirad, Independent
exarnination or audit, :
"Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No' response and describa how the
authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets should be published with the Annual Governance Statement.

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting whera

has met all of its responsibilities whers, as a body
corporate, itis 8 sole managing trustee of a local
trust or trusts.

This Annual Governance Stalement was approved at a
meeling of the authority on:

[T <Tunr 14 L
and recorded as minute reference: I ;

2l U0.<.
crerk (LD, Spancth

art of Annual Governance Statement)

approval was

Other information required by the Transparency Codes (not p
Authority web address

- 7 Fags 4 ol'-g

Annual Gevernance and Accountability Return 2018/19 Part 3
Local Councils. Internal Drainage Boards and ather Smaller Authonities”



Sedon 2 - Ac cecounting Siatementis 2018/1

7ED

9 for

1. Bainces broughl ‘ Total balances and reservas al the beg'mm‘ng of the year
fonard IS k2 15 g _§}{' as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree o
Box 7 of previous year. L
2. (+Yrecepl or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for 1DBs rales and /ewrs s/
Lews &G L (0 77T 4G | received or receivable in the yaar. Exclude any grants
received, BT
3. (+) otal olher receipts Tolal income or receipls aa recorded in the cashbook 258
2468 29 X277 28 | the precept or rates/ievies received (line 2). Inglude any:
grarnls received ) )
4. (-) 4aff cosls : Total expenditure or paymenis imade to and on behaif of
; ie all employees. Include salaries and wages, BAYE and NJ
7 750 i9s & (employees and empioyers). pension contributions and
aemployment expenses.
5. () ban intergsVcapital Tolal expendilure or paymenls of capital and interest
repaments £ O made during the year on the authority's borrowings (i any).
6. {-) /I other payments ‘ duel? Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash- |
TR D222 m back less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
; _ rep:aymerats {line 5).
7. (=) Blances carried” i e 212 3071 | 7otal balances and reserves at Ihe end of the year. Mus!
forwid 188 RE G| K2+ TZT | equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+ 0.
8. Tolavalue of cash and T2 22071 | The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
sheritarm investments { ol By 4 ;)—'#‘T'S:?' holdings and short term invesiments held as at 31 March —
' To agree with bank reconciliation. S
S, 'Total_ﬁxed assals plus The value of all live properly the authorily owns — it is made
long erm invesimenis [1) g 23 (I & 2 3 |upofallits fixed assefs and long term investments as af
and ssats 31 March, :
10. Tald borrowings The outstanding capilal balance as at 31 March of all loans
o o from third parties (inciuding PWLB).

11: {ForLocal Councils-Only) Disclosure nota
re Trist funds (including charitable)

The Council, as a body corperate, acts as sole trustes for
and'is responsible for managing Trust funds or asseis,

N.B. Tha figuras in the accounting statements above do
notinclide any Trust transadions

fconfirm that these Accounting Statemenis were

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2019 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Govemance and Accouniability
Return hiave been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expendilure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountabitily for Smaller Authorities —a
Praclitiorers’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Respegsible Financial Officer before being

presented k ﬂho%pprov‘ai :
Date 12 ot 19

/\[.mmi Cr)\,.,n:rr WOE A "1’1 Af* QL ta ihit v R f»u fr» ZU 18/19 Pa l'?
| other Smaller Authoritics!

Locai Counclls, Internal Drainage Bos ards ane

approved by this authority an Lhis dale:
[77 26 19
as racorded in minule refarence:

2. a

Signed by Chairman of the mecting where the Accounting
alements

Stz TN approved




Secin 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate 2018/19
In resect of Weaverham Parish Council CH0210

1 Repective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This athority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
soundystem of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accorance with Proper Practices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2019; and

e confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

external auditors.

Our reponsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with giwdance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
below] Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Irelad) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 Exernal auditor report 2018/19

Except ir the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Retum (AGAR),
in our ojnion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attentiorgiving cause for concemn that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

We are unable to complete our review work on the AGAR and supporting documentation as a result of correspandence received
in relation to 2018/19 and/or prior years. Once we have finalised our review and completed any additional work arising from
that correspondence, a final report will be provided with the certificate of completion detailing any qualifications and ‘other’
matters.

An invoice for the slandard annual review fee (and chaser letter charges where they apply) has been issued with this interim
certificate; however, this interim invoice does not fall due for payment until we cerify completion and issue our final report and
certificate. Any additional fees arising from additional work required as a result of the correspondence will be invoiced with the
certificate of completion for the relevant year; where no additional fees apply a zero invoice will be issued on completion. Both
the interim and final invoices do not fall due for payment until we issue our final invoice with the certificate of completion.

Other maters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

Please see above.

3 External auditor certificate 2018/19

We do rot certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accounlability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the
year ended 31 March 2019

We do nt¢t certify completion because:

We have received correspondence bringing information to our attention that we must consider before certifying the completion of our
review and the discharging of our responsibilities.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Audilor Signature ff?’ 247 K-L(_,f‘é; et Date 24/09/2019

* Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to external auditors' work on limited assurance revisws for 2018/19 in Auditor
Guidance Note AGN/02. The AGN is available from the NAO website (www.nao.org.uk)
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