Weaverham Parish Council

Ordinary Parish Council Meeting

Minutes of the meeting held at Weaverham Community Association on Monday 12th December 2016, 7pm

PRESENT: 
Cllrs Peter Wilkinson (Chairman), John Freeman (Vice-Chairman), Lynne Baird, Eileen Bland, Julian Bland, Michelle Budden, Gillian Edwards, Cyndy Lloyd, Roger Moss, John Taylor and Paula Williams
APOLOGIES: 
CW&Cs Cllrs Charles Fifield and Harry Tonge
IN ATTENDANCE: Jim Stockton (Clerk) 



John Wilson, (Weaverham Trust)


Cheshire West & Chester Cllr Paul Williams 
115.
Public Forum (A maximum of 10 minutes is allowed for this item)
John Wilson (Weaverham Trust) drew the Council’s attention to the commencement of the consultation period on the CW&C Parking Strategy. There is a session scheduled for 10th January from 3pm to 7pm at Weaverham Community Centre. He expressed particular concern regarding parking in the vicinity of local schools, the potential consequences of proposed charging for car parking and the on-going problems of excessive speeding on Wallerscote Road. Cllr Edwards informed the meeting that she would be on holiday on 10th January and therefore unable to attend the consultation session. John Wilson also informed the meeting of proposed repairs by Groundwork to steps adjoining the A49. A general discussion then took place regarding potential solutions to the problem of excessive speeding within the village   
116.
Apologies for Absence-none
117.
Declarations of Interest-no new declarations were made.   

118.
Approval of minutes of meeting of 21st November 2016–approved-subject to:-

110.2-Cllr.Lloyd attended the Remembrance ceremony


113.2-insert the word “rise” so the phrase reads “….significant rise in costs….”
119.
Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting of 21st November 2016 not dealt with elsewhere on this agenda
119.1
Shady Brook Lane-CW&C Cllr. Williams informed the meeting that consideration was being given by CW&C to making this road one way. Cllr. Freeman suggested a priority system from the B5142 (Sandy Lane) might be a potential solution to the problem. 
119.2
 Overgrown hedgerow-field on right hand side of Wallerscote Road. The Clerk reported that CW&C (Estates Manager) had promised to attend to this issue.

119.3
Japanese knotweed infestation. CW&C Cllr. Williams reported that CW&C had cut back the weed on the Wheatsheaf car park but not dealt with the weed at Wyncroft Court.
119.4
Northwich Road taxi rank decommissioning-it was reported by the Clerk that the taxi rank sign had now been removed and now resides in the Parish Council shed.
119.5
Parish Council letters to Cllr. B Clarke-CW&C. The Clerk reported that no reply had been received to the letters dated 11th October and 24th November concerning various Parish issues-the most urgent of which was speeding along Gorstage Lane. Following extensive discussion, CW&C Paul Williams agreed to take the up with CW&C at member level. It was also suggested that a Parish Councillor might attend the January meeting of CW&C to raise the matter via its Public Forum.
119.6
50 Russet Road-CW&C Cllr. Paul Williams and Cllr. Taylor agreed to inspect the state of this property given previous notification from the CW&C Empty Homes Officer that the property was occupied.

120.
Finance & Personnel Committee


120.1
Has not met

120.2
The purchase of two replacement “No Dogs Allowed” signs in the sum of £130.92 plus VAT was approved.

The Clerk reported that an insurance claim had been submitted (£100 excess applies).
120.3
The purchase of 6 additional light strings from MK Electrical Ltd in the sum of £429.68 plus VAT was approved. This would supplement the existing lights on the Northwich Road Christmas tree.
120.4
Fineswim request to Parish Council to cease paying swimming pool subsidy. After extensive discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should write to Fineswim Ltd informing Mr Lassitter that the future running of the pool would be considered by the Property & Assets Committee at their next meeting (including a de-brief of the meeting help in Wem on 30th November regarding their community pool). In the meantime, the Council will continue to pay the monthly subsidy to Fineswim Ltd. 
121.
Environment Committee


121.1
Has not met.

121.2
A49 roundabout. Discussion took place regarding the longstanding issue of the transfer of the maintenance of the A49 roundabout from CW&C to the Parish Council. The Clerk reported that an estimate has been received from Mid-Cheshire Grounds Maintenance Ltd in the sum of £1,900 (plus VAT) to grass cut and weed control the roundabout on an annual basis. In view of the non-atttendance of CW&C Cllr. B Clarke, the Clerk was requested to write to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government to complain about the failure of the CW&C to offer any form of financial compensation in return for taking on this maintenance obligation.
122.
Planning Committee.

122.1
The minutes of the meeting held on 11th November were received.

122.2
The minutes of the meeting held on 25th November were received
123.
Youth Committee
123.1
The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd November were received. 
123.2
Lakehouse Field goalposts-request for funding to go to Finance & Personnel Committee on 4th January 2017.

123.3
Youth Representative-Cllr Freeman reported on his meeting with Weaverham High School and informed the meeting that the school would assemble an appropriate group of students for this role.
123.4
Update on “Help Someone in Need”. A general discussion on this initiative took place with emphasis being placed on the Parish Council’s role as a facilitator and, therefore, that parents would have overall responsibility for their children as far as safeguarding and health and safety issues were concerned. 
124.
Property Committee
124.1
Has not met-Clerk to re-arrange postponed meeting following the scheduled visit to Wem on 30th November regarding the future management arrangements of the swimming pool.
125.
Community Pride Committee
 125.1
Has not met. Cllr E. Bland updated the Council on the planned changes to the 2017 Community Pride competition which will effectively not now happen. A suggestion was made by the Chairman that a local initiative therefore be organised to encourage improvement to the cosmetic appearance of the village. 
126.
Weaverham, Cuddington & Acton Bridge Cemetery Committee
126.1
Has not met-next meeting scheduled for 17th January 2017.

126.2
Update on developments-Cllr Edwards gave a brief update on recent matters concerning the cemetery. Cllr. Taylor noted that no reply had yet been received regarding his query on the claim that 28 additional grave spaces could be created within the cemetery. Cllr Freeman agreed to look into this matter.   

127. 
Community Safety Action Group
127.1
Minutes awaited from meeting held on 29th November. Cllr Freeman and Cllr E Bland gave a verbal update on matters discussed at this meeting including the issue of excessive speeding on Wallerscote Road.
128.
Policing Matters

128.1
No Police representative attended. Written report from Sgt. Davies appended to these minutes. 
128.2
PCC meeting with Town & Parish Council representatives on 18th January 2017 at 6.30pm in the Community Centre, Tarvin. Cllrs Freeman, E Bland, Wilkinson and Edwards indicated their desire to attend this event. Clerk to make booking.

129.
Members meeting attended 


110.1
Visit to Wem regarding pool-Peter W, JF and Clerk

110.2
Weaverham High School-JF 

110.3
CCTV meeting with ADT-JB and Clerk
130.
Any Other Business Considered Urgent by the Chairman-none
131.
Cheshire West & Chester Council Matters

(Standing Orders may be suspending in order that Cheshire West Cllrs may address the Council) 

CW&C Cllr. Paul Williams updated the Parish Council as follows:-

131.1
Proposed highway work at A49 Bridge over the River Weaver. Cllr Williams drew attention to the expected traffic chaos that will result from the imposition of a single carriageway during works to the bridge that will last for around 6 months starting in January 2017. He urged the Parish Council to make the strongest representations to CW&C via Karen Shore-Cabinet Member for Environment. Cllr. Edwards agreed to raise also with Rivers Trust. Clerk to write to Cllr. Shore outlining concerns of the Parish Council.
131.2
Inconsiderate vehicle parking-corner of Leigh Road and Church Road. Cllr. Williams mentioned he was monitoring this situation given its road safety implications 
131.3
CPO. Cllr Taylor asked CW&C Cllr. Williams if there was any knowledge of a potential CPO for a traveller caravan site within the village. CW&C Cllr Williams agreed to investigate the matter.
132.
Return to Public Forum (A maximum of 10 minutes is allowed for this item)


132.1
CW&C Members Budget-CW&C Cllr. P Williams drew attention to a current underspending on Members’ Budgets and urged the Council to consider making requests.  
132.2
JCC mole problem. John Wilson (Weaverham Trust) drew attention to the current mole problem at the cemetery.
133.
Next meeting-16th January 2017 at 7pm in the Community Centre
Meeting ended at 9.00pm

WEAVERHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MEETING-12TH DECEMBER 2016

POLICE REPORT FROM KEVIN DAVIES

The meeting will not be attended by myself of Claire as it falls on our day off.  There has been little to comment upon from our perspective.

There has been a significant reduction in the number of police occurrences generated for the previous 30 day period, to levels of almost 50% less than the two preceding months, with 33 occurrences.

 

Speed enforcement has continued to be carried out in the village.

 

There have been three house burglaries, all committed during the same overnight period and clearly linked to having been committed by the same offenders.  Enquiries are still on-going to identify the offenders.

 

Only six incidents of an Anti-social nature have been reported.

 

PCSO Karen NIXON has returned to work following further surgery on her fractured wrist.  Hopefully, she is now on the road to a full recovery, but for the immediate future will still be on moderated duties.

