Weaverham Parish Council

Annual Parish Council Meeting

Minutes of the meeting held at Weaverham Community Association on Monday 15th May 7pm
PRESENT: 
Cllrs Peter Wilkinson (Chairman), Eileen Bland, Julian Bland, Michelle Budden, Gillian Edwards, Iain Lasseter, Roger Moss, Bill Reynolds, John Taylor and John Freeman (acting clerk).
IN ATTENDANCE:  CW&C Cllr Paul Williams, Peter Andrewartha, Paula Williams and John Wilson
1.
Welcome by 2016/17 chairman

The retiring chairman, Peter Wilkinson, welcomed all to the meeting

2.       Public Forum (A maximum of 10 minutes is allowed for this item) – John Wilson made a comment about the continuing state of untidiness of the A49 roundabout and signs damaged during accidents had not been replaced.  Recent letter for the Department for Communities and Local Government relating to “finance follows function” when the Council takes over tasks previously carried out by CW&C was passed to CW&C Cllr Williams.   
3.
Declarations of Interest – none, however Councillors were reminder to check their existing declarations. 
4.
Apologies for absence - CW&C Cllrs Charles Fifield and Harry Tonge.
5.
Election of Chairman for 2017/18 – Cllr Peter Wilkinson was reappointed unopposed.
6.
Election of vice chairman for 2017/18 – Cllr John Freeman was reappointed unopposed.
7
Approval of minutes of meetings held on 18th April and 8th May 2017 both approved

8.
Matters arising:  Question asked about fencing in Withens Lane and it was reported that the Council had written to CW&C to express their preference for knee rail fencing and awaits a reply.
9.
To review existing terms of reference of committees – each were examined in turn

9.1
Finance and Personnel – existing version approved 

9.2
Environment Committee – a proposal that it be amalgamated with the Youth Committee was defeated. 

The existing Terms of Reference were approved subject to amendment below.

9.3
Planning Committee – existing version approved
9.4
Youth Committee – agreed to delete lines five to eight, Cllr Taylor registered his objection, the revised version was approved.
9.5
Property Committee – after moving preparation of Maintenance Contracts back to the Environment Committee they were approved and subsequent change to Environment Committee Terms of Reference also approved.
10
Election of Council committee members – the following were elected.
10.1
Finance and Personnel – Cllrs E Bland, Budden, Moss and Taylor.


10.2
Environment – Cllrs J Bland, Edwards, Lasseter and Reynolds.

10.3
Planning – Cllrs E Bland, Edwards, Moss and Reynolds.

10.4
Youth – Cllrs Budden, Lasseter, Moss and Taylor.

10.5
Property – Cllrs E Bland, Budden, Edwards and Reynolds.

The chairman and vice chairman are ex-officio members of all committees.

11
Representatives on outside bodies – the following were appointed.
11.1
Weaverham, Cuddington and Acton Bridge Cemetery committee - Cllrs E Bland, Edwards, Freeman and Reynolds.
11.2
Weaverham Community Centre – Clls Lassseter and Moss

11.3
Barrymore Institute – Cllrs J Bland and Edwards.
11.4
Community Safety Action Group – Cllrs E Bland, Edwards and Freeman.

11.5
Police Commissioner’s meeting – chairman, vice chairman plus any other interested councillors at the time.

11.6
Tree Wardens – Cllrs Moss, Reynolds and Taylor.

12
Date of Meetings for coming year

Proposed dates for full Council meetings and initial meetings of committees agreed 

13
Parish Council Matters

13.1
Finance and Personnel
13.1.1
Agreed to pay the balance of £1160 including VAT to Nemesis for the 2017 firework display.
13.1.2  
Agreed to ask Mid Cheshire Grounds Maintenance to proceed with repairs to the soft pour area of the Russet Road play area at an estimated cost of £420 including VAT.
13.2
Environment 
13.2.1
Agreed to carry out a review of the 2016 bonfire at its next meeting

13.2.2
To consider dog control zones at the same meeting

13.2.3
To write to Network Rail about overnight working.

14
Planning Committee


14.1 
The minutes of the meeting held on 28th April were accepted.

14.2
It was agreed to delete reference to application 17/01540/FUL and ask for more time to consider it, otherwise the minute of the meeting held on 12 Mary were accepted.  

15
Weaverham, Cuddington and Acton Bridge Cemetery Committee – Cllr Edwards reported that a solar powered CCTV security system is being fitted at the Cemetery.  

16.
Police Matters

There was no Police presence and in their absence a number of items were raised for the coming CSAG meeting including increased incidence of drug taking and related activities, dealing with lose dogs over weekends and statutory holidays and difficulties in getting responses to residents in difficult circumstances.
17.
Chairman’s business

The chairman reported on proceedings at the Licensing Panel where the appeal against the extension of the alcohol selling licence at the Esso Petrol Station was unsuccessful.

18.
Cheshire West and Chester Council matters – Standing Orders were suspended for this item

Cllr Williams reiterated comments about the above licensing appeal that he also attended.  He undertook to take up complaints about the current arrangements over circulating planning applications, the need for a reply to the Council about knee rail fencing in Withens Lane and lack of progress on transferring maintenance of the A49 roundabout to the Council.  He also said he would resist the planning application for 8 Affordable Houses adjacent to the Hanging Gate as he doubted if all the necessary surveys needed to justify the properties had taken place.
19.
Public Forum – Paula Williams offered her help with the bonfire on 4th November.

20.
Date of next meeting – Monday 19th June 2017 at 7pm in the Community Centre. 

Resolved to exclude the Public under the Local Government Act 1972 Section 12A PART 19(i)

Part B – Confidential

21
New Clerk – It was agreed that Cllrs E Bland, Freeman and Wilkinson would meet to discuss the item on Tuesday 23rd May at 6pm in the Council Office










Meeting closed at 9.35pm


